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Mission Statement
St. Rita Catholic Parish is a Community of God's People called by
Baptism and by Faith in Jesus Christ to live for God and others.
The Mission of the Parish is: To witness to Christ’s Presence in the world and to respond
to the challenge of the Gospel message. United in this belief, the Community is called
to be a worshiping, listening, and serving people. Centered in the celebration of the
Eucharist, the parish community supports the spiritual, liturgical, educational, and
social growth of its members. United with our Holy Father, our bishop and our pastor,
the St. Rita Community faithfully pursues its mission by the power of the Holy Spirit
working through the gifts and talents of its members.
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WE

Belong

“F

or you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you received a spirit of adoption through which we cry,
‘Abba, Father’. The spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we
are children of God, and if children, then heirs” (Romans 8:15-17).
Through Baptism, we receive the spirit of adopted sonship. We are
born anew into the family of God. In a very literal sense, we become
God’s children and, therefore, we belong to Him. He has given us
everything we are and all we have, and He calls us into unity with
Him. He is our Father and we are His children.

A Place of Belonging

“So then you are no
longer strangers and
sojourners, but you
are fellow citizens
with the holy ones
and members of the
household of God, built
upon the foundation
of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the
capstone.”
— Ephesians 2:19-20

From the Church’s earliest beginnings, Christians have built tightknit communities. In the early Church, koinonia, or community,
was a word with enormous significance. It evoked strong feelings
of hospitality and belonging between those who had committed
themselves to live as Disciples of Christ. The early Church consisted of these groups of people who
lived together, ate together and were willing to die for each other. This is the foundation upon which
our Christian sense of community is built.

A Core Christian Value
Here at St. Rita, we want to help every individual know they are welcome and wanted as a part of
our Catholic family. The presence of hospitality can make a newcomer or a returning member of
the church feel at home. Friends are welcomed with open arms and warm smiles. Visitors feel the
genuine love present in a hearty “Welcome!” Family members do not visit; they belong.
In terms of stewardship, hospitality is an immensely important concept. The truth is, if someone
doesn’t feel like they are wanted and appreciated, how will they receive the love of God through us?
Hospitality opens the door to a person’s heart and allows him or her to receive joy, grace and love.
For St. Rita to continue to grow as a stewardship community, we must help everyone who walks
through our doors feel like they truly have come home. We must make hospitality a cornerstone.
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STEWARDSHIP OF

Time

While many of us understand that prayer is an important element of the Christian life, most of us
admit that it’s difficult to find a quiet moment to spend with God.
As Christians, we must remember that we cannot give what we do not have. In order for us to
welcome others into the life of the Church, we need to make sure that our spiritual lives are properly
in order. To become a more prayerful person, take inventory of how you spend the 168 hours in a
week. Are you taking time to talk to God in prayer, to speak with Him as you would a friend? Are
you seeking His truth through reading the scriptures? Will you make Him first on your priority list
so that you are able to give to others from the graces He has given you?

Maintaining A Healthy
Prayer Life:
• Pope Francis encourages all Catholics to spend time in daily prayer, thanking God for His
blessings, asking for His help in difficult circumstances and reading scripture.
• Receive spiritual nourishment in the Eucharist at least every Sunday.
• Receive the sacrament of Reconciliation on a regular basis and ask God for the grace to live
a life of holiness.

HELPFUL PRAYER RESOURCES
•

Catholic phone or tablet apps:
St. Rita App, iBreviary, Magnificat,
Divine Office or The Pope App
(news and homilies from Pope
Francis)

•

Websites: usccb.org/bible/readings
(daily readings of the Catholic
Church), Vatican.va (The Vatican
and Holy See)

“For Catholics, stewardship of time should include setting aside periods for family
prayer, for the reading of Scripture, for visits to the Blessed Sacrament, and for
attendance at Mass during the week whenever this is possible.”
From the U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Stewardship
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STEWARDSHIP OF

Talent

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace”
(1 Peter 4:10). Each of us has received gifts from God that we are to use in humble service. While
many of us may not recognize the skills or abilities we have as gifts,
they are a means by which we can give glory to God through serving
“There are different
each other. At St. Rita, our ministries provide opportunities for us to
kinds of spiritual gifts,
serve God and others. From a warm smile to giving someone a warm
meal, we are able to welcome others into the family of God by being
but the same Spirit;
Christ to them. Reaching out in love, while sometimes difficult, can
there are different
be quite spiritually enriching! Will you take the time to ask God how
forms of service, but
you can best serve Him through the service of His children?
the same Lord… To
each individual the
manifestation of the
Spirit is given for some
benefit.”
— 1 Corinthians 12:4-7
• Pray about how your gifts can best be used to help others feel
welcome.

Ways to Welcome
and Serve Others:

• Sign up for a parish ministry that stretches you to put others’ needs before your own.
• Greet our fellow parishioners before or after Mass, introducing yourself to unfamiliar faces.
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STEWARDSHIP OF

Treasure

Throughout Scripture, we are taught to give to God our “first fruits” or the “choicest portion.” In
modern speech, we might say that the first “line item” in the family budget should be returning a
portion of our income to God. Both symbolically and in actuality, this is a powerful expression of
God’s place in your life. “Where your treasure is, there also lies your heart” (Matthew 6:21). Will
you take some time to reassess how you prioritize God in your finances?

Reasons to Tithe
Why give a percentage of my income?
We give the tithe (which means 10% of one’s harvest or income) because it is a Scriptural benchmark
that has been honored since the early Church (see Malachi 3:10).

WORKING TOWARD GIVING THE TITHE
5% to the Parish
plus 1% to the diocese
and 4% to other charities
If you have difficulty reaching your goal of the tithe, try
increasing your giving incrementally, by one or two percent
of income each year. Over time, you will find that the tithe is
a reasonable goal that can be reached. Most importantly, you
will know that you have been faithful in placing God first in
everything, even in your finances.
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“He who supplies seed
to the sower and bread
for food will supply and
multiply your resources
and increase the harvest
of your righteousness.
You will be enriched
in every way for great
generosity, which
through us will produce
thanksgiving to God.”
— 2 Corinthians 9:10-11

2017-2018

Ministry Listings

THE PILLAR OF HOSPITALITY

“When I was a stranger you welcomed me.” (Matthew
25:35) “Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect
hospitality, for through it some have unknowingly
entertained angels.” (Hebrews 13: 1-2)

OUTREACH ANGELS (FUNERAL MEALS)
Outreach Angels is dedicated to serving families on
the day of the funeral liturgy. One of the ways we
“console mourners with words of faith and support
with acts of kindness” is by offering to bring meals
to the home or by hosting a reception when space
is available.
Nan Roper, 214-293-3988, nanmendoza@hotmail.com

ST. RITA SENIORS
This is an enterprising group of the young-at-heart
who meet at noon on the first and third Tuesdays of
every month for Bingo, food and fellowship. The fun
starts at 12 p.m. in St. Rita Youth Room.
Fran Moorman, 972-863-3847,
fransfollies38@gmail.com

SUPPER CLUB
Supper Club is a ministry that is geared towards
building our parish community. It is open to all
adult parishioners. Participants get together in
groups of eight to ten and share dinner in each
other’s homes. Dinners are the responsibility of the
hostess when it is their turn to host; with members
of the group rotating homes for each dinner. Groups
are formed once yearly. Time frames are September
through December and February through May. This
is a great way to meet your fellow parishioners!
Jessica Aceves, 972-387-1582,
bjessica.aceves@gmail.com

WELCOME MINISTRY
We welcome new parishioners with a personal
phone call to invite them to our St. Rita parish life.
As a committee, we extend an invitation to all new
parishioners for a free Sunday morning breakfast
prepared by the Knights of Columbus or the
Hispanic Fellowship Ministry. We also provide coffee
and donuts to the parish once a month after Sunday
morning Masses.
Kim Wade, 214-538-9465, wmkimwade@gmail.com

THE PILLAR OF PRAYER

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests
known to God.” (Philippians 4:6)

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
ALTAR SERVERS
St. Rita Catholic Church offers young Catholics an
opportunity to grow in their faith and become more
active in the Mass by serving as Altar Servers. Altar
Servers assist the priest and deacon during Mass.
This is a great way for young people to get close to
Christ in the Mass and encounter the very heart
of the Church. Students must be in fifth grade or
higher to serve. Training is provided.
Dcn. Bill Fobes, bfobes@stritaparish.net;
Mary Fent, maryfent@yahoo.com

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY
COMMUNION
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion have
the special responsibility of distributing the Body
and Blood of Christ at Mass. Ministers serve at their
preferred Masses.
Paul Scherer, 214-608-1877, pmscherer49@gmail.com

MINISTROS EXTRAORDINARIOS DE LA
SAGRADA COMUNIÓN
Los Ministros Extraordinarios de la Sagrada
Comunión tienen la responsabilidad especial de
distribuir el Cuerpo y la Sangre de Cristo en la Misa.
Los ministros sirven a sus recomendadas: fines de
semana de 12:30 p.m. Misa.
Paul Scherer, 214-608-1877, pmscherer49@gmail.com

GOOD SAMARITANS
Eucharistic ministers bring Communion to those
who can no longer attend Mass due to illness or
advanced age. They visit individual homebound
parishioners, as well as those in nursing homes and
assisted-living centers.
Regina Bissey, 214-232-6320, rgbissey@me.com
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BUENOS SAMARITANOS
Ministros Extraordinarios de la Eucaristía que
llevan la Comunión a las personas que ya no
pueden asistir a Misa debido a enfermedad o edad
avanzada. Visitan a los que no pueden salir de sus
casas y a los que están en casas de reposo o asilos.
Regina Bissey, 214-232-6320, rgbissey@me.com

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Ministers of Hospitality create a welcoming
environment by greeting people as they enter the
church for Mass. They help people to find seats,
take up the collection and hand out bulletins.
Steve Gardner, 214-528-2384, steve@unityhunt.com

MINISTROS DE HOSPITALIDAD
El propósito del Ministerio de hospitalidad es
darle el honor y Gloria a Dios por medio de un
amigable y caluroso espíritu de amor Cristiano
para todos los visitantes y miembros que acuden
a la iglesia. El ministerio de hospitalidad esta para
dar la bienvenida a los asistentes, haciéndoles
sentir cómodos, les distribuimos los libros,
recogemos las ofrendas, repartimos los boletines, y
proporcionamos la ayuda necesaria.
Cecilia Rivera, 972-248-3936, cecynr@hotmail.com

MINISTRY OF READERS
The St. Rita Reader Ministry offers our members
the honor of proclaiming the Holy Scripture to the
worshippers at all scheduled Masses and in other
worship services. Via the Holy Spirit, each Reader’s
mission is to convey the Word of God so that it
challenges and captures the hearts and minds of
His people. That mission tracks the very history
of our faith. Our ministry is very rewarding and
spiritually enriching. A Reader develops a greater
understanding and appreciation of the Word while
preparing to proclaim it justly. New Readers are
required to attend training sessions and to be Safe
Environment cleared. Being a St. Rita Reader is
an excellent way to participate in the liturgy of the
Mass, as well as in our faith community at large.
Tom Pritchett, 214-695-6688, tompritchett@att.net

MINISTERIO DE PROCLAMADORES DE LA
PALABRA
El Ministerio de lector de Santa Rita ofrece a
sus miembros el honor de proclamar la Sagrada
Escritura a los fieles en todo horario misas y otros
cultos. Mediante el Espíritu Santo, a misión de cada
lector es transmitir la palabra de Dios que desafía
y captura los corazones y las mentes de su pueblo.
Esa misión rastrea la historia de nuestra fe. Nuestro
Ministerio es muy gratificante y enriquecedora
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espiritualmente. Un lector desarrolla una mayor
comprensión y apreciación de la palabra mientras
se prepara para proclamar con justicia. Nuevos
lectores están obligados a asistir a las sesiones
de entrenamiento y que ambiente despejado. Ser
una Santa Rita Reader es una excelente manera
de participar en la liturgia de la Misa, así como en
nuestra comunidad de fe en general.
Tom Pritchett, 214-695-6688, tompritchett@att.net

MUSIC MINISTRY

For more information about any of the choirs, contact
Dr. Alfred Calabrese, Director of Music and Parish
Liturgy, 214-451-6518, acalabrese@stritaparish.net,
except where otherwise stated.

CHORAL PROGRAM
Our parish supports six choral programs and one
handbell choir, which together create opportunities
for parishioners of all backgrounds and ages, while
providing music which enhances our liturgies
with a rich and varied repertoire that is suitable
for the Latin Rite Church. Our choirs welcome
new members throughout the year. All interested
singers and instrumentalists (or their parents)
should contact the music department at the
number listed above.

BILINGUAL CHOIR AND ENSEMBLE
This diverse group presents a blend of traditional
and contemporary Hispanic and English music for
the 12:30 p.m. Bilingual Sunday Mass. They also
take part in the major ethnic feasts of the year,
including the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Rehearsals: Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m.

CORO BILINGÜE
Este grupo diverso presenta una combinación de
música tradicional y en español e inglés tradicional
para la Misa Dominical de 12:30 p.m. También
participan en las mayores fiestas étnicas del
año, incluyendo la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe.
Ensayos: Martes, 7-9 p.m.

CANTORS
Cantors provide a service by leading and
encouraging the singing of the faithful during the
Mass. Cantors must possess an attractive singing
voice, excellent diction, and the ability to read
music. They must also have a flexible schedule
which allows them to be scheduled for Masses on
Saturday evenings, early Sunday morning, and for
Holy Days of Obligation. All cantors must pass an
audition.

LUX MUNDI ENSEMBLE
This group of singers and instrumentalists presents
a blend of traditional and contemporary Catholic
music, including repertoire from the Taizé tradition.
The choir sings for the 5:30 p.m. Sunday Mass.
Membership is open to high school students
through adult, including instrumentalists such as
flute, oboe, trumpet, cello, and guitar. The ensemble
sings for the major feasts of the year including
Christmas Eve and Easter, and performs at an
annual Advent program. Music reading ability is
helpful but not required. (ninth grade to adults)
Rehearsals: Sundays, 3:45-5:15 p.m.
Director: Carmela Couvillon, 972-492-6946,
ccouvillon@stritaparish.net

ST. RITA CHOIR
The St. Rita Choir has been providing excellent
sacred music for over 30 years, and is known as
one of the premiere Catholic adult choirs in the
country. Members rehearse together weekly and
are then assigned to either the 9 a.m. or the 10:45
a.m. Mass. Members of the 9 a.m. choir specialize
in choral music in two to four parts, from the Notre
Dame Folk style to traditional Latin favorites.
The 10:45 a.m. choir participates in a fully sung
Mass, and presents a tremendous variety of fine
choral literature, from timeless Gregorian chant
and Renaissance polyphony to works of Bach,
Haydn, Mozart, and contemporary masters such
as Britten, Howells, Rutter and MacMillan. The
full choir also presents concerts, Advent Lessons
and Carols, and sings for the major feasts of the
Church year. A singing tour to the Vatican is being
planned for 2019. A placement hearing is required
for membership. Music reading ability is a plus. A
commitment to regular attendance at rehearsals
and Masses is required.
Rehearsals: Wednesdays, 7-9:30 p.m.

HANDBELLS
ST. RITA HANDBELL CHOIR
The Handbell Choir, for high school students
through adult, rings five octaves of Malmark bells
and two octaves of choir chimes. They ring once a
month at the Sunday 5:30 p.m. Mass, at an Advent
program in December, at handbell festivals, and for
special events in the community.
Rehearsals: Thursdays, 7:30-9 p.m.
Director: Bonnie Riddle, 972-247-5948,
bonnie.riddle@sbcglobal.net

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
KINDER CHOIR
Group music for children in grades K-1. These
future choristers will learn the joy of music through
singing and fun rhythm-based activities. The skills
learned in this informal setting will prepare them for
future choir membership at the next level.
Rehearsals: Saturdays, 5-5:25 p.m.

CHERUB CHOIR
A parish choir for students in grades 2-4. The choir
sings for one 5:30 p.m. Saturday Mass and one allschool Mass each semester, on Christmas Eve, and
for an Advent program in December. Emphasis is
given to developing the singing voice, basic music
reading, and fun learning about music.
Rehearsals: Tuesdays, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Director: Kaylan Sikkel, 972-239-3203, ext. 2144,
ksikkel@strita.net

JUBILATE DEO CHOIR
A parish choir for students in grades 5-8. The choir
sings one Mass each month, either at the 10:45 a.m.
High Mass, or at a Friday morning all-school Mass.
They also sing on Christmas Eve, Easter Sunday,
and at various concerts and festivals. A singing
tour to the Vatican is being planned for 2019.
Music is chosen from the vast musical tradition
of the Church, from Gregorian chant to works
of the masters, and folk songs and spirituals. In
addition to learning music for Mass, choir members
will be given vocal training, sight singing, and an
introduction to the history and practice of liturgy
and Catholic theology. Interested students will
be encouraged to pursue additional instrumental
training. A commitment to regular attendance at
rehearsals and Masses is required.
Rehearsals: Thursdays, 3:45-5 p.m. during the
school year
Director: Dr. Alfred Calabrese

SPIRITUAL GROUPS & SMALL FAITH
COMMUNITIES
HOLY SPIRIT CIRCLE
Founded in 1967, the Holy Spirit Circle meets for
spiritual enrichment, fellowship and fun. We have
Our Lady’s Crowning Celebration in May and small
fundraising projects during the year — a Bunko
luncheon and a garage sale. We donate funds
raised to local charities; most recently, Cristo Rey
High School and St. Mother Theresa’s Missionaries
of Charity. When called on, we serve the parish in
any way we can.
Joan Seley, 214-956-7243, joan.b.seley@gmail.com
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OUR LADY’S ROSARY MAKERS
A group of women and men gather every Monday
night at 7 p.m. in the Bride’s Room in the Church
to make rosaries, which are donated to priests,
missions, and hospitals all around the world.
We also teach children and others how to make
rosaries.
Lyn Yanez, 214-405-5338, lynyanez@yahoo.com

ST. JUDE & ST. BRIDGET CIRCLE
This group of women meet on the first Wednesday of
the month for socializing and lunch at noon between
October through December and February through
May. Membership dues are charges which support
St. Mary of Carmel School and Brady Center.
Josie Fuller, 214-358-2200, fullertj@earthlink.net

ST. RITA MARY MARTHA GOURMET CIRCLE
We meet at 10:30 a.m. on the second Tuesday of the
month in a member’s home for spiritual & social
fellowship and lunch. There are two social events
each year, an Epiphany party and a Summer party,
which include our spouses. We support various
charities through special funds raised.
Jessica Aceves, 972-387-1582,
bjessica.aceves@gmail.com

ST. RITA PRAYER CHAIN
When parishioners request special prayers, their
intentions are passed to dozens of people via e-mail
or phone. This is an effective way to intercede for
important prayer intentions. New intercessors are
always welcome.
Kay Neuhoff, 972-239-1918, krn3@sbcglobal.net;
Marianne Sondak, msondak@sbcglobal.net

ST. THERESA CIRCLE
This group of women meets on the third Wednesday
of each month, at 7:30 p.m. in a member’s home.
They assemble “Busy Books” (puzzle books) for the
patients at Children’s Medical Center. New members
are always welcome.
Barbara Bartush, 214-923-0909, bbar6@hotmail.com

THE PILLAR OF FORMATION

“I, the Lord, your God, teach you what is for your
good, and lead you on the way you should go.”
(Isaiah 48:17)

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Contact Joshua Clemmons, Director of Faith
Formation and Education, 214-451-6528,
jclemmons@stritaparish.net, except where
otherwise stated.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION

Contact Susan Sheetz, Coordinator of Faith
Formation, 214-451-6502,
ssheetz@stritaparish.net, except where otherwise
stated.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION & RITE
OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
(ADAPTED FOR CHILDREN) CO-CATECHISTS
Catechists are needed in all aspects of our programs
at St. Rita. A catechist (teacher) needs to be a
practicing Catholic willing to share our rich Catholic
faith with our young people. Love of children and
openness to the Holy Spirit are required. On-the-job
training is lovingly given throughout the year. Join
us for a faith-filled journey with the children of our
parish community. Is God calling you? Call us!

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
(CLOW)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is designed to
make the Gospel message and the celebration
of the Liturgy of the Word relevant to the lives
and experiences of young children. During the
5:30 p.m. Saturday evening and 9 a.m. Sunday
liturgies, children from the ages of 4 through 10
are invited to meet separately from the assembly
to hear and reflect upon an age-appropriate
version of the liturgy.
Abby Sikes, 432-853-3966,
asikes@rendallsikes.com (Saturday, 5:30 p.m.)
Jennifer Kricken, 214-382-8531,
jenniferkricken@yahoo.com (Sunday, 9 a.m.)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
Family VBS — that’s right, moms, dads and all the
kids come to VBS and travel from area to area as
a unit with several other families. Three years to
incoming fifth grade learn about God, the Church
and the Bible in fun ways. The middle school
children (incoming sixth – eighth graders) have their
own program IMPACT! that meets at the same time.
Volunteers are always needed to assist with this
exciting ministry!
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
ST. RITA MEN’S CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
GROUP
The St. Rita Men’s Christian Leadership Group
provides an environment for men to build
relationships and discuss how our Catholic faith
impacts our roles as husbands, fathers, and leaders
in the community.
Bill Dowd, bill.dowd@dowdcommercial.com;
Matt Molash, matt.molash@svlandlaw.com

ST. RITA MOTHER’S MINISTRY
A community of mothers seeking fellowship,
encouragement and an enrichment of our Catholic
faith as we balance the joys and demands of
motherhood.
Julie Billmeier, 214-868-4049,
StRitaMothers@gmail.com,
www.facebook.com/groups/StRitaMothers

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORMATION
This group of men and women meet on Sunday
mornings. Study has included the Ignatius Catholic
Bible Study. Each book is a biblical text with ample
notes providing a rich history and cultural or
theological information pertinent to the Gospel being
studied. Everyone is welcome to join this bible study
on Sunday mornings from 10:30 a.m. to noon.
Lawson Taitte, TLawson876@aol.com

SUNDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
The key to understanding the bible is tying the
Old and New Testaments together, supplementing
what is learned with the Catechism, and applying
it all to our daily lives. The Sunday Afternoon Bible
study is comprised of men and women of all ages
and descriptions: some have never attended a Bible
study before, while others have studied most of their
lives. Regardless of your personal experience with
the Bible, we strive to make the complex simple and
help Catholics fall in love with the Scriptures. Study
content changes throughout the year, but the format
remains the same: A video combined with facilitated
group discussion offers you a rich opportunity to
deepen your relationship with Christ, broaden your
understanding of the Catholic faith, and enable you
to meaningfully discuss God’s Word with your nonCatholic friends. We meet from 3:15–5:15 p.m. and
dismiss in time for 5:30 p.m. Mass.
Kali Schnieders, kali@trufflesfromheaven.com

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
A group made up of the women of our parish who
have been in some form of Bible Study for many
years. Studies have included a five-year Denver
Biblical Program, all the Little Rock Series, “This
is Our Faith”, and many others. This study is
recommended for those who are well versed in Bible
Study. Join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:3011:30 a.m. as we explore the Bible and share the
Scripture in small groups. Please feel free to join
this lively and warm group, exploring the Bible in a
deep and rewarding way!
Kay Neuhoff, 972-239-1918, krn3@sbcglobal.net;
Becky Goldenbaum, 214-533-1795,
goldenbaum@aol.com.

WOMEN OF THE WORD WEDNESDAY BIBLE
STUDY
The group started in 2000 with eight members.
Currently, we have around 20 members. In the past,
we’ve used mostly Little Rock Scripture Studies
Series, but we also branch out to other studies.
The group has a strong prayer ministry; we work
on service projects and have informal fellowship
gatherings two to three times a year.
Eumabel Colberg, 972-788-2843, eumaguti@aol.com

ESTUDIO BÍBLICO EN ESPAÑOL LOS
MIÉRCOLES
“Quien desconoce las Sagradas Escrituras,
desconoce a Cristo” – San Jerónimo
Te invitamos a reunirte con un grupo de nuestra
comunidad todos los miércoles de 7-9 p.m. para
estudiar la Sagrada Escritura y conocer acerca de la
Fe Católica. El estudio bíblico en que nos apoyamos
es de Little Rock y San Ignacio. Todos los hombres y
mujeres adultos son bienvenidos.
Henry García, 214-293-7501, txhgarcia@yahoo.com;
María Teresa Koch, 972-207-0792,
tereka_65@hotmail.com

THURSDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
The Thursday Afternoon Bible Study meets August
through May at 1:30 p.m. Please join us as we
continue our studies of the sacred texts of the Bible. In
a relaxed atmosphere, we offer prayer, review chapter
by chapter of the Book chosen for study, view a related
scriptural video and discuss our responses to study
guide questions. The guides are selected from Little
Rock, Collegeville and Ignatius Press sources.
Keith Thompson, 214-552-6934, keithfmt@gmail.com
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EL ESPÍRITU SANTO EN LA SAGRADA
ESCRITURA
Estudiamos al Espíritu Santo por su obra en la
creación, en la historia de la salvación y en nosotros
mismos, ya que el Espíritu es la acción misma de Dios:
el Poder con el que Dios actúa, la Gracia porque Dios es
misericordioso, y el amor con el que Dios ama. “Nadie
conoce lo íntimo de Dios, sino el Espíritu de Dios” (1
Cor. 2:11). El Espíritu, que conoce la intimidad de
Dios, nos revela al Padre y al Hijo, pero no se revela a
sí mismo. San Pablo nos dice que “El E. S. clama en
nuestros corazones Abba, Padre” (Ga. 4:6) y que “nadie
puede decir que Jesús es Señor si el E. S. no le
mueve” (1 Cor. 12:3). El Espíritu se manifiesta en total
referencia al Padre y al Hijo. Es el “vínculo de amor” que
une y diferencia al Padre y al Hijo; es la relación entre
ambos, la fuerza que impulsa a Dios a salir de sí mismo.
Está al origen de la creación, de la revelación, de la
encarnación; pero permanece oculto, inefable. Todos los
jueves 7–9 p.m. Staubach Family Wing D248.
Octavio Murcio, 972-343-8703,
Octavio.murcio@yum.com

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
This group of men and women meet August through
May on the first and third Thursdays of every month
from 6-7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome to join this
bible study.
Lawson Taitte, TLawson876@aol.com

ST. RITA YOUNG ADULTS
The St. Rita Young Adults ministry is a dynamic group
of adults in their 20s and 30s, single and married,
that gathers as a community to better see and hear
God’s call. Join the Young Adults for retreats, speaker
nights, workshops, small groups, and fellowship
events to grow and learn as a community.
Stephanie Krawietz, 903-814-0368,
SaintRitaYoungAdults@gmail.com

MARRIAGE MINISTRY
MARRIAGE PREPARATION SPONSOR
COUPLES
Married couples (three years or more) meet with
engaged couples as part of their preparation for the
Sacrament of Marriage. In a series of four meetings
normally held in their home, Sponsor Couples share
their experiences as they discuss important issues
couples are likely to encounter on their journey.
Sponsor couples must be married three years or
more. Training is provided.
Tom & Denise Stilz, 972-702-9838,
tstilz@earthlink.net
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
(RCIA)
RCIA TEAM (RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS)
RCIA is the process by which adults are prepared
to join the Catholic Church, either by baptism or
profession of faith. A team of parishioners facilitates
this process by providing support for the candidates
and catechumens, organizing weekly classes,
providing refreshments and liturgical events.
Classes are held from September to Pentecost,
though the RCIA Team is active year-round.

RCIA SPONSORS (RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS)
Sponsors are assigned to RCIA candidates and
catechumens to support them on their journey
toward full reception into the Catholic Church. This
is a wonderful opportunity for active and committed
Catholics to share their faith in friendship with
someone entering into the Church.
Susan Podkrash, 972-934-8388, ext. 6514,
spodkrash@stritaparish.net

YOUTH MINISTRIES

Office of Youth Ministry
Maribel Waldon, Coordinator of Youth Ministry
972-934-8388, ext. 6507, mwaldon@stritaparish.net

CORNERSTONE

St. Rita offers an exciting and vibrant youth ministry
program! Be sure and give your teen the opportunity
to grow in faith and knowledge in a safe, fun and
life-changing way. We meet during the school year
on Sunday evenings from 6:30-8 p.m. During the
summer, we have various events including Theology
of the Body for Teens, Summer in the Son, and the
Steubenville Lone Star youth conference. Open to
students from eighth – 12th grade.

CONFIRMATION SMALL GROUP LEADERS
Each year Faith Formation has the honor of
guiding families toward the full initiation of
their young people into the Church through the
Sacrament of Confirmation. In order to prepare
our young people to receive the Sacrament, a team
of adults and high school students help plan and
implement weekly sessions and a retreat aimed
at deepening the faith and understanding of our
young people.

CORE TEAM
The Core Team has a unique place in the mission
of youth ministry at St. Rita. By putting in the
time to make a positive impact on the life of a
teen, Core members help sow seeds of faith, hope
and love in their lives. We aim to develop leaders
who will walk the journey of Christ with teens.
It’s not as hard as you think to greatly impact
a teen’s life. The most effective way to influence
a teen is through the influence of significant
and meaningful relationships. We’re looking for
supportive and excited volunteers that will help
us carry Cornerstone Youth Ministry forward,
changing lives and having fun!

SPIRITUAL GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULTS
CAMINAR CON JESÚS
La única razón de ser cristiano, ¡es el ser
configurado con Cristo… ser santo! Te invitamos
a Seguir al Señor, como nuestro compañero de
camino. Él irá a nuestro lado. Caminar con Jesús
es saber que el Señor Resucitado va siempre a
nuestro lado. Esa es la grandeza de nuestro Dios: se
hace uno como nosotros para entender y compartir
nuestro paso por la vida. Sentir al Señor como
compañero de camino significa que Él no nos da
prisas, que respeta nuestro torpe caminar, pero nos
habla al oído del corazón y deja que sus palabras
cambien nuestra ruta. Todos los domingos de 7-9
a.m. - Caminaremos juntos… Jesús será nuestro
compañero de viaje…
Margarita Rodriguez, 972-934-8388
mrodriguez@stritaparish.net

ESTUDIO SOBRE EL ESPÍRITU SANTO EN
LA ESCRITURAS
¡El Ganso Salvaje! Incluye una serie de videos,
textos bíblicos, discusión y reflexión. Descubra
una relación más íntima y profunda con el Espíritu
Santo. El Espíritu, que conoce la intimidad de Dios,
nos revela al Padre y al Hijo, pero no se revela a sí
mismo. San Pablo nos dice que “El E. S. clama en
nuestros corazones Abba, Padre” (Ga 4, 6) y que
“nadie puede decir que Jesús es Señor si el E. S.
no le mueve” (1 Cor 12, 3). Mediante el Estudio del
Ganso Salvaje nuestro corazón irá despertando el
amor y el poder transformador de Dios. Venga a
profundizar en su vida espiritual y permita que el
Espíritu santo se vuelva loco en su corazón. Todos
los jueves de 7-9 p.m.
Margarita Rodriguez, 972-934-8388
mrodriguez@stritaparish.net

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT &
CONVALIDATION PREPARATION
This program is for married couples that wish to
enrich and renew their marriage and for married
couples seeking Convalidation of their marriage.
It offers quality time with your spouse, away
from distractions, to focus on your relationship.
Open to all married couples, including nonparishioners and non-Catholics, this program is
especially recommended for couples married less
than six years, and is designed to foster further
growth that sparks the passion and romance
in your relationship. This program also serves
as preparation for couples seeking to have their
marriage convalidated in the Catholic church.
Catholic teachings about the sacrament of marriage
will be explored and illustrated. This class is
offered several times a year.
Susan Podkrash, 214-451-6514,
spodkrash@stritaparish.net

MINISTERIO PESCADORES: REFLEXIONES
BIBLICAS
Todas las familias son bienvenidas a compartir
en hermandad reflexiones bíblicas. Acompáñenos
los viernes a las 6:30 p.m., en los Salones D248 y
D247 del Staubach Family Wing, en donde Gilberto
Salazar dirige la reflexión y discusión sobre los
pasajes de la Sagrada Escritura de la Misa del
próximo domingo. ¡Traiga a toda la familia! ¡Los
niños también son bienvenidos, y ellos se reúnen
en la Guardería de la parroquia y participan en
actividades divertidas!
Gilberto Salazar, 214-357-1522,
gilbertosalazar1982@yahoo.com

MOMS IN PRAYER
Moms in Prayer meet on Wednesday mornings from
7:45–8:45 a.m.
Eumabel Colberg, 972-788-2843, eumaguti@aol.com

SPANISH CONVERSATIONAL CLASS
The Spanish Conversational Class was formed
under the Honduras Ministry to help those visiting
our sister parish in practicing their Conversational
Spanish before and after each trip. It has also served
our parishioners and friends to integrate us as the
Spanish community grows in our area. Spanish
language speakers share their talents to facilitate
the Spanish Conversational Class. We are always in
need of diverse Spanish language speakers for our
classes. These classes are offered free to all and
meet once a week on Monday during the school year
breaking for the summer.
Luisa T. Ravelo-Guedes, luisa@carlosguedes.com
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TALLERES DE ORACIÓN Y VIDA
¿Qué son los Talleres de Oración y Vida?
Los Talleres de Oración y Vida entregan a los fieles
un método práctico para aprender a orar; y orar
de una manera ordenada, variada y progresiva:
desde los primeros pasos hasta las profundidades
de la contemplación. Orar no consiste en una
reflexión intelectual, sino en un elevar a Dios la
mente -atención y emoción- y así entrar en una
comunicación afectiva con un Tú.
Eva Medrano, 972-904-6864,
evangelinamedrano@gmail.com

THE PILLAR OF SERVICE

“If I, therefore, the teacher and master, have washed
your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet. I
have given you a model to follow, so that as I have
done for you, you should also do.” (John 13:14-15)

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
St. Rita Bereavement Ministry is composed of
compassionate and caring parishioners who have
been diocesan trained to facilitate group discussion
in a safe and spiritual environment. The volunteers
have a genuine desire to journey with the bereaved
through their grief process, as they too, are
individuals that have previously suffered loss and
have been healed. You will help others gain a better
understanding of the grief process, as well as help
them look forward to rebuilding their lives.
Steve Niles, 972-934-8388, ext. 6581,
sniles@stritaparish.net

BREAD MINISTRY
The St. Rita Bread Ministry is a valuable and
longstanding service which our parish has rendered
since the group was founded by Ray Fox over fifty
years ago. Hundreds of parishioners have helped to
feed thousands of needy people. Members generally
participate once every two weeks by visiting donors,
principally certain Tom Thumb and Kroger stores,
to collect time-expired bakery goods. Quantities are
not excessive and large vehicles are not required.
Donations are delivered to various shelters,
charities and causes, mostly in central Dallas. Your
commitment would be welcome and rewarding to
you as well as to others.
Keith Thompson, 214-552-6934, keithfmt@gmail.com

BUSINESS NETWORK & CAREER MINISTRY
Our mission is to foster a network of parishioners,
active in or retired from business, who mentor to
others, share expertise in their fields or industries,
and actively encourage daily application of Christian
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values in the workplace. We also help support and
provide guidance to those parishioners who may be
unemployed or under-employed.
Yong Wan Chang, 214-793-3301,
biznetwork@stritaparish.net

HISPANIC FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY
The Hispanic Fellowship Ministry provides
community for parishioners by preparing breakfast
and lunch the first Sunday of the month to
raise funds for Our Lady of Guadalupe Annual
Celebration.
Nidia Coronado, 469-618-6866, ndcoronado@yahoo.com

MINISTERIO DE CONVIVIOS HISPANO
El Ministerio de Convivios Hispano proporciona el
espacio y el ambiente a los feligreses para formar
comunidad, preparando y sirviendo desayuno y
comida el primer domingo del mes, con el fin de
recaudar fondos para la celebración anual de la
Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe.
Nidia Coronado, 469-618-6866, ndcoronado@yahoo.com

INTERMEZZOS
This is an energetic, fun-loving group of mature
singles and couples who thrive on their social events
and volunteer activities.
Carol Doepfner, 972-233-9722 or 972-510-8496,
caroldoepfner@hotmail.com

RESPECT LIFE
Our Respect Life ministry is dedicated to defending
the dignity of human life from conception until
natural death. Members are committed to prayer
and public action, and seek to build a culture of life
through education and civic action. The ministry
supports local crisis pregnancy centers through
fundraisers and donations of items needed for
pregnant women.
Leanne Knight, 469-877-3820, imaknight@gmail.com

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP & ADMINISTRATIVE
FINANCE COUNCIL
The 1983 Code of Canon Law states: “Each parish
is to have a finance council which is regulated by
norms issued by the Diocesan Bishops. In these
finance councils, the members aid the Pastor in the
administration of parish goods and resources.” The
St. Rita Finance Council assists the pastor with
the administration of the parish and is concerned
with parish resources, the budget, church support,
and the effective utilization and maintenance of the
parish plant. Members are appointed by the pastor.
Peter Gehan, 214-908-1340,
peter@fourtwelvecapital.com

PASTORAL COUNCIL
The Pastoral Council serves in an advisory capacity
to the pastor and provides input and support to his
vision for the parish. New Council members serve
for three years following a parish-wide nomination
and discernment process, with four new members
rotating in each year. The twelve members of
the Council are actively involved in the St. Rita
community and advise the pastor on all matters that
pertain to parish life, and oversee the development
and implementation of the Parish Strategic Plan. At
monthly meetings, members review the state of the
parish, recommend courses of action, and set goals
to meet parish needs.
Mike Lesher, 908-672-4120, mlesher@vt.edu

STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
The Stewardship Council advises the pastor on
the development of Prayer, Formation, Hospitality
and Service as a way of life at St. Rita. The Council
plays a special role during our annual St. Rita
Stewardship Renewal Weekend by coordinating the
ministry renewal activity. The Council’s Welcome
Committee actively engages with new parishioners
and invites them to become involved in the life
of our parish. We seek to promote Christian
Stewardship of the gifts God has entrusted to us.
Interested parishioners should expect at least a
three-year commitment and a selection process,
with new members to be added as space on the
council permits.
Kevin Powers, 214-557-5891, powerof4@hotmail.com

CARE MINISTRIES COUNCIL
The Ministries Care Council is composed of
representatives from the following St. Rita Pastoral
Care Ministries: Bereavement Ministry, Good
Samaritans, Business Network, St. Rita Prayer
Chain, St. Vincent de Paul and Stephen Ministry.
Under the direction of the pastor, the purpose of this
Council is to coordinate and unify the resources of
our pastoral care ministries. Our goal is to provide
effective and comprehensive pastoral services to
those in need.
For more information, please contact the Pastoral
Office at 972-934-8388.

COMITÉ DEL MINISTERIO HISPANO

ST. RITA SCHOOL ORGANIZATIONS
BOOSTER CLUB
The Booster Club provides support and assistance
to the Athletic Department of St. Rita Catholic
School. They seek to increase the involvement
of the St. Rita Catholic Community, as well as
sponsor fund raising activities to benefit the athletic
programs.
Adam Kobos, 469-964-2326, adamkobos@sbcglobal.net

DADS’ CLUB
The mission of the Dads’ Club is to improve
relationships with other dads and help to enhance
St. Rita Catholic School.
Cash Hicks, 972-342-4975, rchicks7@gmail.com

PARENTS’ CLUB
The St. Rita Parents’ Club is an organization which
includes all families of St. Rita Catholic School. The
purpose of this organization is to assist the school
in meeting its mission. We provide opportunities
to meet and get to know other parents, minister
to each other, serve the school and participate in
fundraising activities. Under the direction of an
Executive Board, dedicated volunteers from within
our membership chair a variety of committees.
Meetings are held during the school year that all
parents are invited to attend.
Ashley Civello, 214-649-8251,
ashley@theraplayassociates.com

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL
The School Advisory Council consists of nine elected
members who serve three-year terms. They act as a
liaison between church and school and review the
work of the 10 school sub-committees. One of the
principle tasks is to work with the school principal
and the parish business administrator to establish
the annual budget and tuition cost.
For more information, please contact the school office
at 972-239-3203.

Este comité trabaja con el pastor para atender las
necesidades pastorales de la comunidad de habla
español. Su propósito es invitar y acoger a los
feligreses nuevos y los ya activos, con el fin de atender
a sus necesidades sacramentales, y ofrecer los medios
para el crecimiento en la fe y en su vida espiritual.
Margarita Rodríguez, 972-934-8388, ext. 6515,
mrodriguez@stritaparish.net
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NON-PARISH BASED ORGANIZATIONS (NPBO)
Organizations that have a welcome presence at
St. Rita Catholic Community but have a primary
relationship to a group or organization outside of
the parish (and which controls their programs,
personnel, finances, etc.). THE LISTING OF THESE
NON-PARISH BASED ORGANIZATION (NPBO) DOES
NOT IMPLY THE ENDORSEMENT BY ST. RITA
PARISH COMMUNITY, OR KNOWLEDGE OF THE
ACTIVITIES OF THE SAID GROUP.

AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS TROOP TX 838
American Heritage Girls is a scout-type leadership
program for girls ages 5-18 that reflects Christian
values. Our activities include faith, service and fun
such as earning badges, performing service projects,
and going camping. Our mission statement is
“Building women of integrity through service to God,
family, community and country.”
Sara Hamilton, 469-417-8391, snshamilton@gmail.com;
Julie Billmeier, 214-868-4049, julie.billmeier@gmail.com

AUSTIN STREET SHELTER
On the fourth Tuesday of every month for over 30
years, parishioners from St. Rita have served dinner
to approximately 400 less fortunate homeless men
and women that receive shelter at the Austin Street
Center near downtown. Almost 75 volunteers provide
sandwiches, hard boiled eggs, bananas, drinks or
desserts each month. The St. Rita School 7th graders
also provide sandwiches and help serve dinner
during the school year. Our volunteers are usually
contacted via email and can choose to sign up to
provide a specific type of food and/or help deliver and
serve the dinner. Most parishioners on our volunteer
list participate about three times per year.
Anne Wilson, 214-450-9275, annetex39@sbcglobal.net

BOY SCOUT TROOP 838
The Boy Scout program teaches citizenship,
character, physical fitness, and leadership skills.
The boys participate in fun outdoor activities
such as camping, hiking, swimming, canoeing,
snow skiing, water skiing, backpacking, firearms
training, and other activities. The boys earn merit
badges in a variety of different topics and earn
religious awards. The boys lead the Troop and
organize trips and events. However, the Troop has a
large number of parents who provide assistance to
the Scoutmaster in helping the boys run a program
that prepares them to make ethical and moral
choices over their lifetime.
Scott Dunkerley, 214-215-4944, sdunkerley@cisco.com;
Frank Cole, 713-305-9552, fcole@2020prop.com
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CUB SCOUTS PACK 838
Open to all boys in the parish in first thorugh fifth
grade. Boys participate in Den meetings where they
learn individual skills, play games, build crafts, and
participate in many other activities that prepare
them for Boy Scouts. In addition to Den meetings,
the boys attend a monthly Pack meeting. Other
activities include two family campouts per year,
Pinewood Derby, special guest at Pack meetings and
many other fun activities that enable the boys to
have fun, earn awards as they advance and learn to
do their best.
Pat Doyle, 214-247-7125, pdoyle@tenaska.com;
Pat Goold, pgoold1@tx.rr.com

GIRL SCOUTS
The Girl Scouts help girls to develop in all aspects
of life: physically, mentally, and spiritually. Fun
activities and service projects help each girl to learn
about herself and others.
Sharis Hauder, 214-361-9631, dart369@yahoo.com

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Catholic Charities of Dallas serves the poor
by strengthening families, alleviating hunger,
preventing homelessness, welcoming the stranger
and calls the community to action.
Michelle Gagne, 469-801-8107, mgagne@ccdallas.org

DALLAS AREA INTERFAITH
Dallas Area Interfaith is a “grassroots” organizing
effort with members from more than 50
congregations in Dallas and Collin counties. The
organization teaches citizens how to negotiate
effectively with civic and school organizations
that affect their lives. DAI only takes up issues
that come from the member congregations. Those
issues frequently are concerned with good schools,
safe neighborhoods, health care and living wage
strategies. DAI attempts to bring about systemic
social change.
Johanna Parkinson, 972-416-9260,
grillijdfw@sbcglobal.net

DALLAS CASA (COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL
ADVOCATES)
Children who are removed from their homes due
to neglect or abuse enter into an impersonal and
overloaded system of courts and foster homes.
CASA is a national organization of Court Appointed
Special Advocates that provide reliable support
to these children. They investigate their home
situations and keep track of the child as he or
she finds a stable place to call home. There is a
tremendous need for volunteers who will help these
children. Training is provided.
Larry Dolan, 214-357-0815, lj.dolan@att.net

JUVENILE PRISON MINISTRY

SERRA CLUB

In partnership with the Diocese, the Juvenile
Detention Ministry provides a seven-week faithbased Life Skills training series to residents of
Wade Juvenile Detention Center. Sessions focus on
Anger Management, Self-Awareness, Peer Pressure,
Independent Thinking, and a three-week series
on Finding and Keeping a Job. We volunteer on
Wednesday evenings.
John Beatty, 972-679-5572, johnbeattytx@gmail.com

The Serra Club is an international organization of
Catholic men and women who foster, promote and
affirm vocations to the priesthood and religious
life, and encourage members in fellowship through
education to fulfill their Christian vocations to
service. The club meets twice monthly: on first
Friday at a designated parish for early Mass followed
by breakfast and program, and on third Friday at
Park City Club for luncheon and program. Programs
sponsored by the Club include: VAP - A Weekend of
Discernment for Single Catholic Men and Women
at Holy Trinity Seminary; the Annual Religious
Women’s Appreciation Mass and Dinner; plus,
several additional activities to show our appreciation
for seminarians, clergy and religious.
John Vallala, 972-849-5494, vallala01@msn.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
The Knights of Columbus (Council #11169) is a
fraternal service organization of men, founded under
the principles of charity, unity, fraternity, and
patriotism. This organization provides men a vehicle
for building up parish community and family life
with an emphasis on council, church, family, and
community activities. The Knights sponsor several
fund-raising events throughout the year such as
pancake breakfasts, the Father Daughter Dance,
and Scout Sunday. Volunteer activities abound,
come join us. Membership is open to all practicing
Catholic men over the age of 18.
David Stack, 972-467-4896, dastack@ymail.com

NORTH DALLAS SHARED MINISTRIES
St. Rita is a founding member of NDSM, a
cooperative effort with other North Dallas-area
interdenominational congregations. An extension of
our parish’s devotion to Christ and our neighbors,
our volunteers help in many ways at NDSM. NDSM
provides emergency assistance while promoting
self-respect and responsibility. NDSM helps our
neighbors in need with food, rent and utility
assistance, medical and dental care, mental health
and job counseling, ESL classes, clothing, school
supplies and uniforms, and more.
Carole George, 972-243-5359,
c-george1838@sbcglobal.net

STEPHEN MINISTRY
The Stephen Ministry provides one-to-one Christcentered care for people in our parish who are
hurting - such as those grieving loss through death,
divorce, or unemployment; those fighting cancer
or other debilitating illnesses; the homebound and
caregivers; victims of disaster; or those in spiritual
crisis. Stephen Ministers help our priests and
deacons in ministering to these people. They are
fellow parishioners who have compassionate hearts
and have been equipped with the skills to listen,
encourage and offer support when someone is in
need. Stephen Ministers go through 50 hours of
training by Stephen Leaders, fellow parishioners
who have first been carefully trained by national
leaders. A Stephen Minister typically has one care
receiver at a time, meets with that person for about
an hour each week for as long as there is a need,
and has ongoing supervision and support from their
Stephen Leaders.
Stephen Ministry Confidential Hotline: 214-451-6503,
StephenMinistry@stritaparish.net

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
The St. Rita St. Vincent de Paul ministry helps
the needy within our parish boundaries. When an
individual or family requests assistance in paying
rent, utilities or other necessities, two members of
the Society visit their homes and determine their
need. The group maintains the parish food pantry
for supplying food to those in need. Additionally,
volunteers are needed for communications,
computer, and organizational tasks. We meet
Thursday evenings at 6 p.m.
Robin Caldwell, rcaldwe@sbcglobal.net;
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 972-232-1393
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PARISH

Prayer

Lord,
thank You for the rich history You have bestowed on our faith community. Blessed by Your
constant grace and the intercession of St. Rita, we ask that You be present in our parish and in
our lives. Build us into a community of mercy, compassion, and forgiveness, and send us out into
the world proclaiming the Good News of Christ crucified.
Dearest St. Rita,
you became a rose in the garden of Christ because of your love for Him on the cross. Pray for us,
especially in times of trial and anguish, that we may always know God’s love. Amen.
Señor,
gracias por la rica historia que
has otorgado a nuestra comunidad de fe. Bendecidos por tu gracia constante y por la intercesión
de Santa Rita, te pedimos que estés presente en Nuestra parroquia y en nuestras vidas.
Fórmanos en una comunidad de misericordia, compasión y perdón, y envíanos por el mundo a
proclamar la Buena Nueva de Cristo crucificado.
Veneradísima Santa Rita,
que te convertiste en una rosa en el
jardín de Cristo a causa de tu amor por él en la cruz. Ruega por nosotros, sobre todo en los
momentos de prueba y angustia, para que siempre podamos conocer el amor de Dios. Amén.

Mass Schedule for 2017-2018
Sunday Liturgy:

Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 12:30 p.m. (bilingual) and 5:30 p.m.
Nursery: 9 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 12:30 p.m. for Sunday Masses
Holy Days: 6:25 a.m., 8 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. (bilingual)

Daily Liturgy:

Monday – Friday: 6:25 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m. Mass (during school year)
Saturday: 8 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Thursday: 7:30 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m.
…and by appointment

Holy Hour:
Thursdays: 7:15 p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration:

First Friday Adoration: Adoration begins 8:30 a.m. with the Rosary
and concludes with praying the Evening Prayer at 5:15 p.m.
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STAFF & EDUCATION

Directory

PASTORAL ADMINISTRATOR

Coordinator of Children’s Faith Formation

Rev. Joshua Whitfield, 214-451-6506
jwhitfield@stritaparish.net

Mrs. Susan Sheetz, 214-451-6502
ssheetz@stritaparish.net

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Coordinator of Youth Ministry
Mrs. Maribel Waldon, 214-451-6507
mwaldon@stritaparish.net

Rev. Steve Antes, santes@stritaparish.net

PERMANENT DEACONS
Rev. Mr. Charles Sylvester,
chaspatti@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mr. Moses Chung, mchung@stritaparish.net
Rev. Mr. Bill Fobes, bfobes@stritaparish.net
Rev. Mr. Doug Breckenridge,
deacondoug@swbell.net

Facilities Manager
Mr. Steve Niles, FMP, 214-451-6581
sniles@stritaparish.net

PASTORAL CENTER STAFF

Facilities Maintenance Supervisor
Mr. Neil Lyle, 214-451-6533

Parish Administrator
Deacon Denis Corbin, 214-451-6510
dcorbin@stritaparish.net
Administrative Assistant to the Pastor
Ramona Corbin, 214-451-6568,
rcorbin@stritaparish.net
Director of Safe Environment, Administrator of
Sacramental Records, & Coordinator of RCIA
Ms. Susan Podkrash, 214-451-6514
spodkrash@stritaparish.net
Special Assistant, Pastoral Services

Mrs. Gena Maguire, 214-451-6523
gmaguire@stritaparish.net
Parish Business Manager
Mrs. Helaine Blizzard, 214-451-6513
hblizzard@stritaparish.net
School Business Manager
Mr. Steve Brockett, 214-451-6512
sbrockett@stritaparish.net
Parish Registrar
Mrs. Vilma Ricciardi, 214-451-6511
vricciardi@stritaparish.net
Director of Music and Parish Liturgy
Dr. Alfred Calabrese, 214-451-6518
acalabrese@stritaparish.net
Administrative Assistant, Music Deptartment
Mrs. Mindy Hatzmann, 214-451-6555
mhatzmann@stritaparish.net
Director of Faith Formation & Education
Joshua Clemmons, 214-451-6528,
jclemmons@stritaparish.net

Facilities Setup Supervisor
Mr. Joe Bartush, 214-451-6505
jbartush@stritaparish.net

snlyle@stritaparish.net
Director of Communications
Mrs. Michelle Kocurek, 214-451-6504
mkocurek@stritaparish.net
Director of Technology
Mr. Andrew Peña, 214-451-6525
apena@stritaparish.net
IT Support Specialist
Matt Glass, 214-451-6517
mglass@stritaparish.net
Liaison for Spanish Speaking Parishioners
Mrs. Margarita Rodríguez, 214-451-6515
mrodriguez@stritaparish.net
Nursery Coordinator
Lisa Moorman
lmoorman@stritaparish.net
Receptionist
Mrs. Jeri Wray, 214-451-6501
jwray@stritaparish.net
Sacristan
Mrs. Margaret Saliba, 214-451-6520
msaliba@stritaparish.net

ST. RITA SCHOOL – 972-239-3203
Principal
Dr. Carol Walsh 
cewalsh@strita.net

Admissions
Mrs. Sonbol Mannas, 214-451-6544
smannas@strita.net
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Please keep until Summer 2018

Why fill out a commitment card?
In today’s culture, it is easy to “say” one thing and “do” another. By filling out a Commitment
Card, you are committing to a certain course of action. When God calls us, He doesn’t want us to
say “yes” and then never do it. He desires that we be faithful to Him, faithful to His commands,
and faithful to our word. When we fill out a Commitment Card, we are saying, “God, I choose to
commit myself to You and to a life lived for You. With Your grace, may I do as You desire.”
The Commitment Card helps each of us to become better stewards, and when that happens, we
become a faith-filled people, ready to live our lives in gratitude for all He has given us!

Ways to complete your Commitment Card:
• Complete it at home and bring it to Mass on Commitment Weekend, September 23 & 24.
• Complete it at home and mail it back to the parish.
• Complete one online at www.stritaparish.net.
• Complete one at Mass on Commitment Weekend.

St. Rita Catholic Community
12521 Inwood Road | Dallas, TX 75244
972.934.8388 | www.stritaparish.net

